
   
 
Program 24th of August 2018   

                                                
08.30 - 09.00 Reception; coffee/tea 

09.00 - 09.50 Patient autonomy: Legal shield or ethical adhesive? 
Jos Welie, Creighton Uni, USA 

09.50 - 10.30 Is the treatment of Special Care patients an ethical challenge ? 
Prof. dr. Luc Marks, Ghent University Hospital, Belgium 

10.30 - 11.00 Coffee break 

11.00 - 11.50 Issues in dental ethics – examples from Cambodia 
Callum Durward, University of Puthisastra, Cambodia 

11.50 - 12.30 Cases, Conduct & Character: Issues at the interface of dental ethics and 
aesthetics 
Jos Kole, Radboud University Medical Center, The Netherlands 

12.30 - 13.30 Lunch 

13.30 - 14.00 Paper/abstract presentations 

 Presentation Speaker Room 
1 Negligence versus Malpractice. The reasonable Person Rule Sykes et al. 6Z-64 
2 Children’s right and dental neglect in Croatia: three case studies Damancic et al. 6M-04 

 
14.00 - 14.10 Change rooms 

14.10 - 14.40 Paper/abstract presentations 

 Presentation Speaker Room 
1 A Portugese review of Dental Negligence in the last decade: 

dental implants 
Palmela 
Perreira 

6Z-64 

2 Ethics of Cyber security in the Dental practice Ragan et al. 6M-04 
 
14.40 - 14.50 Change rooms 

  



   
 
14.50 - 15.20 Paper/abstract presentations 

 Presentation Speaker Room 
1 The patients right unit: Reflections from a Dental teaching 

Hospital in Turkey 
Kadioglu 6Z-64 

2 Dental age estimation for refugee children in Malaysia: a case 
series analysis 

Jayaraman et 
al. 

6M-04 

 
15.20 - 15.50 Tea break 

15.50 - 16.20 Paper/abstract presentation 

 Presentation Speaker Room 
1 Forensic Role of the dentist towards Child Maltreatment in 

Tunisia 
Ghabri et al.  6Z-64 

2 Informed consent in Dental aesthetics: Is it really informed? Ioan et al. 6M-04 
 
16.20 - 16.30 Change rooms 

16.30 - 17.00 Paper/abstract presentation 

 Presentation Speaker Room 
1 Ethical prescription for Opiods in the dental practice Ragan et al. 6Z-64 
2 Social Media and dentistry: Ethical, legal and professional 

concerns with the use of internet sites by health care 
professionals 

Sykes et al. 6M-04 

 
17.00 - 17.50 Drinks and social talks 

  



   
 
ABSTRACTS & CURRICULUM VITAE 

 
Patient autonomy: Legal shield or ethical adhesive?– Jos Welie, Creighton Uni, USA 
 
Abstract 
Today, the legal organization of the therapeutic relationship is determined in large extent by the 
principle of respect for patient autonomy or self-determination. From it, the patient derives 
important legally enforceable rights, such as the right to consent to (or refuse) any proposed 
dental treatment, the right to information, access to the patient’s own dental record, etc.  And yet, 
historically and indeed by its very nature, this principle is actually foreign to the health care 
context. Patients do not seek to defend themselves against their dentists in the same way that 
citizens need protection against a potentially tyrannical government. We will argue that the 
principle of patient autonomy sets important legally boundaries to the therapeutic relationship. 
But it does little to cement the relationship itself. Rather, it is the ethical principle of beneficence, 
when understood in a dialogical (as opposed to paternalistic) manner, that structures the dentist-
patient relationship. 
 
CV 
Jos Welie is a native of The Netherlands where he attained graduate degrees in medicine, law, and 
philosophy.  Since 1997 he has been at Creighton University in Omaha, USA, where he serves as 
professor for health care ethics. He has held a secondary appointment in the university’s School of 
Dentistry until 2011, teaching ethics to dental students for 15 years. He served as the Founding 
Secretary of the International Dental Ethics and Law Society for 10 years and was awarded 
honorary fellowship in the American College of Dentists for his work in dental ethics in 2011. His 
CV list more than 200 publications, including an edited book on justice in oral health care from 
2006. He is a member of the Dental Ethics Working Group of the FDI-World Dental Federation, 
which recently produced the second edition of the Dental Ethics Manual (FDI, 2018). 
 
 
Is the treatment of Special Care patients an ethical challenge? - Prof. dr. Luc Marks, 
Ghent University Hospital, Belgium 
 
CV 
Prof. dr. Luc Marks is chair of the Centre for Special Care in Dentistry at Ghent University 
hospital, Belgium. Major research interests are the treatment of Special Care patients including 
epidemiology and ethics. He published over 70 international papers/ book chapters. 
Currently Prof. dr. Marks is president–elect of the International Association for Disability and 
Oral Health (IADH), president-elect of the international dental ethics and law society (IDEALS) 
and regional clinical advisor Europe/Eurasia of the Special Olympics Special Smiles program.  
Prof. dr. Marks is appointed as visiting Professor at the University of Zagreb,  guest lecturer / 
external examiner at the University of Ljubliana, Slovenia and external examiner at Marmaris 
University, Istanbul Turkey and Trinity College, Dublin University, Ireland. Prof.dr. Marks serves 
in the editorial board of Special Care in Dentistry an ACTA stomotologica Croatia. 



   
 
Issues in dental ethics – examples from Cambodia - Callum Durward, University of 
Puthisastra, Cambodia 
 
CV 
Dr Callum Durward graduated from the University of Otago in 1981.  Later he gained an MDSc in 
“Childrens and Preventive Dentistry” from the University of Melbourne, and an MPH from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  In the 1980s he spent several years working in 
refugee camps in Thailand and Malaysia.  In the early ‘90s he worked in Cambodia for an NGO 
called World Concern, helping to develop dental services and education. During 2001-2003 Dr 
Durward spent 6 months in East Timor as the Oral Health Promotion Advisor for the Australia-
East Timor National Oral Health Project.  He has also been a Senior Lecturer at the University of 
Otago and AUT University, Principal Dental Officer for the Otago District Health Board, and a 
Consultant Paediatric Dentist for the Auckland District Health Board.  He has lived in Cambodia 
for the past 11 years where he is Dean of the Faculty of Health Sciences at the University of 
Puthisastra.  Dr Durward also does part-time private practice, and is Dental Director of an NGO 
called One-2-One Cambodia, which provides dental services for prisoners, children with clefts, 
children with HIV, and children and adults from deprived backgrounds.  He has also been 
involved in several large school-based projects including SEAL Cambodia and Healthy Kids 
Cambodia.  Dr Durward is on the committees of several local and regional dental organizations, 
and is actively involved in several research projects, especially related to ECC, silver diammine 
fluoride, teaching and learning, and special needs dentistry. 
 
 
Cases, Conduct & Character: Issues at the interface of dental ethics and aesthetics 
– Jos Kole 
 
Abstract 
In his lecture, Kole illustrates the continuous importance of dental ethics – the theme of this 
conference – by discussing several cases at the interface of dental ethics and aesthetics. In each 
case, the primal ethical question is what the dentist should do in order to act responsibly and in 
order to stay a good professional dentist. Kole will invite the public to actively engage in reflection 
on these practical cases. While discussing the issues, he will demonstrate the relevance of a so-
called multiple C-account of professional ethics. This account assumes that professional ethical 
reflection on proper conduct in specific cases also involves attention for the cultural and societal 
context in which these cases arise. While rules and principles, formulated in codes may be 
helpful, professional dentists also need certain character traits (virtues) in order to decide and act 
prudently. 
The focus is on issues at the interface of ethics and aesthetics that arise in a Western-European 
context. Not because issues of other cultural contexts aren’t relevant, but because Kole assumes 
that he will not be able to escape his own cultural context and take a universalist stance without 
actually being biased by his background nevertheless. 
 
CV 
Jos Kole is a Dutch assistant professor in professional ethics in healthcare at the Scientific Center 
of the Quality of Healthcare) of the Radboud university medical center in Nijmegen. Jos Kole 



   
 
teaches professional ethics to dentist Bachelor and Master dentistry students, and (bio)medical 
ethics and philosophy to medical students and students in the biomedical sciences. Besides he 
conducts professional ethical research. His latest publication is a Dutch volume titled Karakter. 
Deugden voor professionals (Character. Virtues for professionals) (2018, Dutch) that he edited 
with a colleague. More information can be found on www.joskole.nl 
 
 
 
 
 


